
Come spend the summer at our inquiry-focused Summer Zoo Camp! Campers enjoy special 
animal experiences and behind-the-scenes opportunities while facing scientific challenges that 
put the campers in the shoes of keepers, vets, or zoo administrators and motivate campers to 
seek the information to solve real-life problems. Campers leave Zoo Camp with a greater 
awareness for the individual animals at the zoo and how to help animals in the wild, all while 
building their science skills and making new friends.

To make our camp registration process more equitable, we are no longer offering early 
registration for Zoo Members. Waiting list registration will open for everyone on February 1st, 
and will close at 12 pm on February 15th. You choose which weeks to enter the lottery, we 
randomly select campers for each camp week, and will notify you by February 22nd. Those not 
selected will remain on the waiting list, and will be contacted if an additional spot opens up.
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Zoo Camp Info

Kinderfari - 4 and 5 years old
Explorers – 6 and 7 years old
Scouts – 8 to 10 years old
Jr. Zookeepers – 11 to 13 years old

Drop off: 8:00-8:30 a.m.
Camp Activities: 8:30 a.m.-3:30 p.m.
          Kinderfari 1/2 day: 8:30-11:15 a.m.
Pick Up: 3:30 p.m.-4:00 p.m. 
          Kinderfari Pick Up: 11:15-11:30 a.m.

Kinderfari: $205 
Explorers, Scouts, Jr. Zookeepers: $350
*Henry Vilas Zoo Members at the Family level or 
above receive a 10% discount

Camp Hours

Pricing

Age Groups

Questions?
Email education@henryvilaszoo.gov 

Register 
http://henryvilaszoo.gov/summer-zoo-camp/ 

http://henryvilaszoo.gov/education/summer-zoo-camp/
http://henryvilaszoo.gov/education/summer-zoo-camp/


Week Group 1 Group 2
Explorers ages 6-7

 Animals Have Class

Explorers Ages 6-7
 Animals Have Class

Explorers Ages 6-7
Crafty Critters

Explorers Ages 6-7
Bon Appétit

Scouts Ages 8-10
Animal Rescuers

2023 Schedule Overview
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Week 1 
June 12-16
Week 2

June 20-23
*No Camp Monday

Week 3 
June 26-30
Week 4 
July 5-7

*No Camp Mon - Tues
Week 5 
July 10-14
Week 6 
July 17-21
Week 7 

July 24-28

Week 8
July 31 - Aug 4

Week 9
August 7-11

Week 10 
August 14-18

Week 11 
August 21-25

Scouts Ages 8-10
Creature Connections

Jr Zookeepers Ages 11-13
Wild Careers

Scouts Ages 8-10
Keeper Camp

Scouts Ages 8-10
Zoo Puzzlers

Kinderfari Ages 4-5
Sensory Safari

Week 12 
Aug 28-Sept 1

Explorers Ages 6-7
Animal Architects

Scouts Ages 8-10
You are the Scientist

Explorers Ages 6-7
Animal Agents

Explorers Ages 6-7
Bon Appétit

Group 3

Kinderfari Ages 4-5
I Like to Move It

Kinderfari Ages 4-5
Animal Communication

Kinderfari Ages 4-5
When I Grow Up

Kinderfari Ages 4-5
Creature Powers

Kinderfari Ages 4-5
Sensory Safari

Kinderfari Ages 4-5
I Like to Move It

Kinderfari Ages 4-5
Animal Communication

Kinderfari Ages 4-5
When I Grow Up

Kinderfari Ages 4-5
Creature Powers

Scouts Ages 8-10
Animal Rescuers

Jr Zookeepers Ages 11-13
Enrichment Engineers

Explorers Ages 6-7
Animal Architects

Scouts Ages 8-10
Zoo Puzzlers

Scouts Ages 8-10
You are the Scientist

Explorers Ages 6-7
Crafty Critters

Jr Zookeepers Ages 11-13
STEM

Scouts Ages 8-10
Keeper Camp

Scouts Ages 8-10
Creature Connections

Explorers Ages 6-7
Animal Agents

Scouts Ages 8-10
Keeper Camp

No Kinderfari

No Kinderfari



2023 Camp Descriptions
Kinderfari Ages 4-5

Can you hear it, see it, or taste it? Animals have so many unique senses, and they use them in a 
lot of interesting ways! Let’s explore how well red pandas smell and how far a lion can see! We 
will meet some animals that exhibit these incredible senses and use a few of our own senses 
along the way! 

Creature Powers
Creatures sure do have some incredible powers, we'll learn about them and pretend to have 
some of those incredible creature powers! We will work on how we can save animals around 
the world and do some creature adventuring! Join us for this animal adaptation exploration. 

I Like to Move It
We'll jump, hop, slither, and stomp through the 
Zoo this week as we discover all the different 
ways animals move. How can a gecko climb glass? 
Do lemurs actually leap? Can bees really dance? 
Come move it, move it and learn along with us!
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Animal Communication
Chatter, smells, and waves: animals “talk;” in lots of ways! Unfortunately we can’t speak the 
same language as an orangutan or a meerkat but we can see how they 
communicate. We will learn how zookeepers communicate with the 
animals they take care of, and how animals communicate 
with one another.

Sensory Safari

When I Grow Up
There are endless possibilities of what we can do when we grow up! Let’s learn about some 
animal loving jobs and pretend to do the important things that those people do. What is it 
like to give medicine to a seal, and how can we help protect animals all around the world? 
We will problem solve and pretend play to find out what we could be when we grow up.



Explorers- Ages 6-7
Animals Have Class
We are going to get classy with taxonomy and learn how things are connected. Who’s related 
to who? We’ll find out with some classy biological discovery. We will take a look at some of our 
incredible bio-facts, compare them to animals at the Zoo, and discover how animals are related 
to one another. 

Bon Appétit
Everyone needs to eat, but there are so many
different ways to accomplish it! From fish to fruit
and bugs to bamboo, we’ll dish up some tasty
treats for our Zoo animals this week. We’ll learn
all about the adaptations animals have to help
them find their food, and we’ll meet the
Zookeepers who prepare the daily feasts for
critters big and small!

Animal Architects
People aren’t the only creatures around that can make some incredible structures. Animals 
have been modifying their habitats for millions of years! Let’s learn about a few of these 
animal architects and get inspired to build a few things of our own. 
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Animal Agents
Your mission, should you choose to accept it, is to learn all about undercover animals. We 
will see the sneaky ways that animals can spy on one another without detection and 
evade capture. As agents we need to keep careful observations of all the animals we 
see and report back to HQ promptly. This message will 
self-destruct in 3...2...1…

Crafty Critters
It’s a D.I.Y. crafting bonanza! We will build, craft, make, and create some animal inspired art 
and learn about animals who can also be crafty. Animals have inspired art for centuries, and 
some of our animals even create their own art! Let’s paint, draw, invent, sketch, and color 
along with our animal friends.
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Zoo Puzzlers 
Training animals with positive reinforcement requires a lot of problem-solving skills and 
creative thinking. This week we’ll dive into some zoo-themed puzzles and problems, carry 
out investigations, and then you’ll design your own puzzle solutions and animal-inspired 
creations to help out our zookeepers!

Keeper Camp
Have you ever wanted to become a zookeeper? Well now is your chance! In this camp we are 

Creature Connections
Animals interact in so many different ways, and 
this camp we are going to learn all about it.  

Animal Rescuers
You can make a difference! Join us as we learn all about what you can do to help animals in 
your backyard and all across the world. We will be able to get up close to some animals that 
Henry Vilas Zoo is working to protect, and use our creative skills to help save the animals! 

Scouts- Ages 8-10

You Are the Scientist
A lot of science happens at the zoo, from studying animal behavior to looking under a 
microscope. We are going to become scientists this week to help our animals here at the zoo 
and in our own backyard. Join an international habitat mapping project by carefully observing 
the zoo animals and Wisconsin’s wild animals to learn how you can make the world a better 
place. 

How can a little bird help a giant rhino, 
and can a fungus really do mind control 
on an ant? Find out all of this and more 
as we meet animals, go behind the 
scenes and dive into the many 
connections between different animals.

meals, to learning training techniques, to getting down 
and dirty, this camp will teach you what it would be 
like to be a top notch zookeeper. 

doing all things keeper, from preparing quality animal



Wild Careers
Do you want to make an impact and help save wild animals and the places they call home? 
Well then, take a walk on the wild side and learn all about careers in the field of wildlife! 
Get to learn from experts and get some experience practicing what these wildlife heroes do! 

Jr. Zookeepers- Ages 11-13
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Enrichment Engineers
Enrichment, meaning novel or unique items for animals to interact with, is an important part 
of providing the best care for our zoo animals. This keeps them active, allows them to display 
natural behaviors, and increases their well-being. We’re always looking for new enrichment 
ideas, and we need your help! Become an engineer and create some new items to enrich our 
animals’ lives. 

STEM
Come and join us for a mix of everything exciting the zoo has to offer! STEM week will cover
science, technology, engineering, art and math while learning about the awesome animals at
the zoo. Carry out your own inquiry projects to explore the lessons animals can teach us!


